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Arts & Culture

By ROBIN USHER

IT MAY not sound' like much of
accomplishment, but  Mel-
bourne’s chamber orchestm,
Australia Pro Arne, Is close 1o
achieving its alm of full-time
work for three months of the

year.

But this is all the company
wants, “This provides secure
b e e e e
can then devote the rest of the
time to forging their careers with
their own groups,** says the com-
pnhr;.y' s chalrman, Brian Benja-
m

Mt:\'lthnu_l, the m&:‘l;ty of Pro
groups — which include the
. Flinders, Melba, Hamer
and Tailem quartets — would
hlfl.n'u to far more of thelr
time touring to eam money.
The aim is to have the orches-
tra made up mainly of young
players who ahu in their

::my; " br IE:: "mmundmu
ot ph}'l.m.
BoOEhy ol Wi g;
o3
El’t:r I:anmmdy - from a
lialson with the
phony to model itsell on one ul
the world's most famous orches-
tras, the Academy of St Martin's
in the Field.

The academy's founder more
than 50 years ago, Sir Neville
st e na i

atron,
&"illiam Hennessy, took over as
e Wvery e
a
and much']ITnud ,ﬁn." Hen-
nessy says. “He was'a mentor to
me ... | think the model he
established can be hugely influ-

Sir Neville, 83, has promised
o conduct Pro Arte in 2009 (o
increase Ii“ profile. But the
archestra II.IIH')" a
national profile after an EC
decision to have it perform at the

own groups, wh enjamin

Gigs bring music
to players’ ears

William Hennessy: artistic director.
concert highlighting the selec-
tion of Australia's gmmu con-
certos in' a poll of Classic FM
listeners.

It is the first time that such a
concert has moved to Melbourne

Sydney.
~ The new armngement brings
many benefits. Hennessy polnts
to the example of Kristian Win-
ter, violinist with the TinAlley
Quartet, who is a
with Pro Arte and who has
toured with the Australian
Huungr who helped
0 start
é!lmmé.mwltl;:i lhcm‘ﬁumalhn
on his retum to
Australia from London, Is also
arist in residence at the Austra-
lian MNational of Music,
Huu ¢ abilities of Pro
Im];i.lual players will be
nl’lhl:h in this weekend's concert
s&uﬂuhugmmm
The orchestra will perform 23
concerts next year, 12 in Mel-
bourne and 11 in regional centres.

The Pro At Orchéstra will peron the
final four Brandenburg concerios af the
BV Edige at 2.30pm tomormow and
Tpm Monday,

LINK
I W, oAt com.au




